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Alberta  Environmental  Protection  is  conduct- 
ing a  review  of  its  policies  regarding  recrea- 
tion development  in  Kananaskis  Country  (K- 
Country).  In  1 995- 1 996,  Alberta  Environ- 
mental Protection  completed  a  first  round  of 
public  consultation  as  part  of  this  review.  The 
current  review  (1998)  will  ensure  that  all 
interested  Albertans  have  the  opportunity  to 
provide  their  opinion  on  the  appropriate 
levels  and  types  of  future  recreation  develop- 
ment, if  any,  in  Kananaskis  Country 

Accordingly  Kananaskis  Country  has  hired 
the  consulting  firm,  Praxis  Inc.  of  Calgary  and 
Edmonton,  to  conduct  this  further  round  of 
consultations.  This  consultation  process  is 
expected  to  run  until  January  1999. 

The  scope  of  the  review  is  limited  to 
policies  that  govern  the  development 
of  new  recreational  facilities  such  as 
hotels,  campgrounds,  trails  and  lodges 
and  the  development  review  process 
that  governs  them.  Other  policies 
that  govern  livestock  grazing,  petro- 
leum and  timber  harvesting  activities 
are  not  part  of  this  review  but  are 
covered  as  part  of  the  Integrated 
Resource  Plan  (IRP). 

The  purpose  of  this  "Backgrounder"  is  to 
assist  interested  persons  or  groups  to  be- 
come familiar  with,  and  to  offer  informed 
comment  on,  existing  recreation  uses  and 
development  in  K-Country  and  the  existing 
policies  that  govern  this  development.  Exist- 
ing management  intent  and  policies,  the 
existing  development  review  process,  facilities 
and  human  use,  and  landscape  and  natural 
features  are  described.  A  list  of  references 
for  further  reading  is  also  included. 


OBJECTIVES  OF  THIS  PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION: 


AN  OVERVIEW  OF  KANANASKIS 
COUNTRY 


1 .  Identify  and  inform  the  public,  users  and  groups 
with  an  interest  in  existing  and  future  recreation 
development  policies  in  Kananaskis  Country  and 
the  review  process  used  to  assess  recreation 
development  proposals. 

2.  Receive  comments  on  the  existing  recreation 
development  policies  and  related  issues  identified 
to  date. 

3.  Make  recommendations  to  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Protection  for  revising  existing 
recreation  development  policies  and/or  review 
processes,  where  warranted. 

4.  Conduct  the  review  in  a  fair  and  transparent 
manner. 

Further  public  input  is  invited  on  three  specific 
issues,  which  were  identified  in  the  first  round  of 
public  consultation  including: 

■  the  level  of  future  recreation  development  in  the 
Spray  and  Kananaskis  Valleys; 

■  the  degree  of  public  accessibility  to  rental  accom- 
modation; and 

■  how  best  to  establish  limits  to  future  recreation 
development. 

During  the  policy  review  period,  no  new  recreation 
development  proposals  will  be  considered  by  the 
government.  There  are  however;  six  development 
proposals,  which  were  given  some  measure  of 
approval  prior  to  the  start  of  the  policy  review  and 
will  continue  to  receive  consideration  during  the 
review  period.  These  proposals  are  presented  later 
in  this  document. 


Kananaskis  Country  is  in  Alberta's  Eastern  Slopes 
foothills  and  mountains.  It  covers  a  4250  square 
kilometre  tract  and  includes  the  headwaters  of 
the  Spray,  Kananaskis,  Jumpingpound,  Elbow, 
Sheep  and  Highwood  rivers.  These  headwaters 
contribute  40  per  cent  of  the  flow  of  the  Bow 
watershed  including  all  of  Calgary's  water  supply. 
Kananaskis  Country  contains  a  wide  variety  of 
vegetation  types,  interesting  geological  formations, 
wildlife  populations,  diverse  terrain,  and  some  of 
the  most  spectacular  mountain  scenery  in 
Alberta. 

Its  natural  attractions,  proximity  to  Calgary  and 
easy  access  make  it  the  most  heavily  used 
recreation  area  in  the  province.  Recognizing  the 
high  recreation  potential  of  this  area  as  well  as  its 
importance  as  a  watershed  and  for  other  re- 
source activities  (e.g.  timber  harvesting,  cattle 
grazing,  oil  and  gas),  the  Government  of  Alberta 
announced  the  establishment  of  Kananaskis 
Country  as  a  major  multi-use  recreation  area  in 
1977  (Map  I) 

The  development  of  Kananaskis  Country  recrea- 
tion facilities  was  governed  by  the  Policy  for 
Recreation  Development  of  Kananaskis  Country, 
1 977.  Since  then,  recreation  policies  have 
evolved  based  on  decisions  refined  and  updated 
through  the  1 979  review,  government  decisions 
concerning  proposed  development  and  the  1986 
Integrated  Resource  Plan.  The  intent  of  these 
early  policies  and  subsequent  decisions  are 
incorporated  in  the  current  recreation  policies 
presented  later  in  this  Backgrounder 

A  great  variety  of  animal  life,  including  large 
carnivores  and  ungulates,  exist  in  Kananaskis 
Country.  Examples  of  these  animals  include 
grizzly  bean  wolf,  bobcat,  lynx,  cougar,  bighorn 
sheep,  mountain  goat,  elk,  deer  and  moose.  Many 
are  dependent  on  small,  isolated  patches  of 
critical  winter  habitat.  Most  valleys  and  passes  in 
Kananaskis  Country  are  important  wildlife 
movement  corridors  providing  linkages  to  larger 
populations  of  these  animals  in  the  region. 


Map  I  Kananaskis  Country  Boundaries 


Current  Management 

Kananaskis  Country  is  98  percent  provincial  crown 
land.  The  provincial  government  regulates  and 
manages  all  development  and  activities  on  this  land. 
The  Minister  of  Environmental  Protection  is  primarily 
responsible  for  the  area.  Overall  management 
coordination  and  direction  is  provided  by  the 
Kananaskis  Country  Interdepartmental  Committee 
(KCIC),  composed  of  representatives  of  government 
and  the  Kananaskis  Improvement  Di strict, Trans Alta 
Utilities,  as  well  as  public  representatives  appointed 
by  the  Minister  of  Environmental  Protection  to 
represent  Albertans  at  large.  Proposed  recreation 
developments  are  reviewed  by  KCIC. 


Overall  land  use  management  direction  is  provided 
by  the  Kananaskis  Country  Sub-Regional  Integrated 
Resource  Plan  (I RP),  approved  by  Cabinet  in  1986. 
The  Integrated  Resource  Plan  "confirms  the 
priorities  for  watershed  protection  and  recreation 
development  established  in  [two  earlier]  policies, 
while  providing  a  guide  for  the  management  of 
such  natural  resources  as  timber;  forage  and  natural 
gas."  It  contains  specific  management  objectives, 
priorities,  and  guidelines  and  land  use  zoning 
applied  for  a  range  of  resources  and  activities 
(Map  2). 


Map  2  Kananaskis  Country  IRP  Zoning 


Kilometers 


Prime  Protection,  Critical 
Wildlife  (IRP  zones  I  and  2) 

::::::  Multiple  Use  (IRP  zone  5) 

(Includes  some  areas  where  grazing, 
timber  harvesting  and  oil  and  gas 
development  are  permitted  under 
controlled  conditions) 

gg§  Other  zoning  (IRP  zones  4,  7  &  8) 
^^^j§  (Includes  the  majority  of  auto  access 
recreation  facilities) 

(^fy    Primary  or  Secondary  highways 


Existing  Management  Intent 

Kananaskis  Country  exists  to  provide  a  wide 
range  of  high-quality,  accessible  and  affordable 
opportunities  for  outdoor  recreation  and 
heritage  appreciation  while  managing  this 
spectacular  natural  area  for  future  generations. 

The  "Country"  concept  is  based  on  the  following 
principles: 

■  integration  of  recreation  and  traditional  forestry 
land  uses  (e.g.  summer  cattle  grazing,  timber 
harvesting  and  oil  and  gas); 

■  provision  of  a  wide  variety  of  quality  outdoor 
recreation  uses; 

■  protection  of  valuable  scenic  qualities  and  eco- 
logical features; 


separation  of  non-compatible  uses; 
carefully  controlled  development 


For  the  purpose  of 
this  policy  review, 
K-Country  has  been 
divided  into  6 
different  regions: 
Spray-Smith  Dorien, 
Kananaskis,  Elbow, 
Sheep, 

Jumpingpound  and 
Highwood  (MAP  3). 


Map  3  Regions  of  Kananaskis  Country 


Boundary  for 
Management  Region 


Primary  and  Secondary 
highways 


Current  Development 
Proposals 

There  are  currently  six  proposed 
developments  which  were  either 
approved  in  principle  or  in  the  review 
process  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  this  policy  review.  Accordingly,  these 
six,  which  are  identified  on  Map  3  and 
described  below,  are  not  subject  to  the 
moratorium. They  will  continue  to  be 
considered  in  light  of  the  existing 
policies  and  processes  which  could 
include  an  Environmental  Impact 
Assessment  (EIA)  and/or  a  Natural 
Resources  Conservation  Board 
(NRCB)  public  review: 

A  -  Buffalo  Nations  Cultural  Park- 
preliminary  consideration 

B  -  Evan  Thomas  I  8  hole  golf  course- 
approved  by  NRCB  in  1 99  I  but  not 
yet  constructed 

C  -  Fortress  Mountain  rental  accommo- 
dation (up  to  24  units)-approved  in 
1994  and  partially  constructed 

D  -  Kananaskis  Pathways  tour  boat  on 
Spray  Lakes-approved  in  1 994  but 
not  yet  constructed 

E  -  Kananaskis  Pathways  heli-assisted 
skiing  on  Mount  Sparrowhawk-EIA 
and  NRCB  public  review  required 

F  -  Spray  Development  Corporation 
Resort  at  Tent  Ridge-El  A  and  NRCB 
public  review  required 


Recreation  and  Protected  Areas 

Approximately  37%  of  the  total  area  of  Kananaskis 
Country  is  managed  under  current  protected  areas 
legislation  (e.g.  Provincial  Parks,  Wild  land  Park  and 
Ecological  Reserves  and  Natural  Areas)  (Map  4). 
Protected  areas  include  Peter  Lougheed  and'  Bow 
Valley  Provincial  Parks,  Elbow  Sheep  Wildland 
Provincial  Park,  Plateau  Mountain  Ecological 
Reserve  and  Wind  Valley  Natural  Area.  An 
additional  ten  percent  of  K-Country  is  under 
consideration  as  part  of  the  Special  Places  process 
and  may  be  designated  in  the  future.  A  further  23 
percent  of  K-Country  is  zoned  "prime  protection 
and  critical  wildlife"  where  any  activities  are  strictly 
controlled  (Map  2).  Also,  approximately  80  small 
Provincial  Recreation  Areas  provide  for  picnic, 
trailhead  and  camping  opportunities. 


Current  Recreation  Development  Policies 

The  policies  and  rationale  outlined  in  Figure  I  guide 
decisions  about  proposed  recreation  and  tourism 
developments.  Proposed  developments  are  re- 
viewed by  KCIC. 

Figure  2  illustrates  the  current  review  process  for 
unsolicited  commercial  recreation  development 
proposals.  This  review  is  coordinated  by  KCIC. 
Depending  on  the  nature  and  scope  of  a  proposal, 
an  EIA  and  an  NRCB  hearing  may  be  required. 
Public  input  is  solicited  for  all  proposals  that  are 
approved  to  proceed  to  Step  Two  (Figure  2)  of  the 
current  review  process. 


igure  I  Current  Recreation  Development  Policies 


1.  All  recreation  and  tourism  developments  will 
be  consistent  with  the  Kananaskis  Country 
Subregional  Integrated  Resource  Plan. 

The  reasons  behind  the  policy  are: 

•  to  assist  in  managing  the  lands  in  Kananaskis  Country 
according  to  their  resource  potentials 

•  to  reduce  land  use  conflicts  and  impacts 

2.  No  townsites  will  be  allowed  to  develop  and 
no  permanent  or  non-essential  residency  will 
be  permitted  in  Kananaskis  Country. 

The  reasons  behind  this  policy  are: 

•  to  minimize  environmental  disturbance  and  preserve 
the  region  in  a  relatively  natural  state 

•  to  maintain  a  high  degree  of  public  access  without 
altering  the  area's  natural  character 

•  to  avoid  the  need  to  develop  expensive  municipal 
infrastructure  and  services  (e.g.,  schools,  sewage 
treatment,  etc.). 

3.  Where  ever  possible,  commercial  and  non- 
profit development  will  be  directed  outside 
Kananaskis  Country. 

The  reasons  for  this  policy  are: 

•  only  developments  which  are  expressive  of  the  area's 
natural  qualities  and  management  intent  are  permitted 

•  development  and  operating  costs  are  usually  lower 


off-site.  Much  of  Kananaskis  Country  has  no  utility 
infrastructure,  distant  emergency  services,  and  there  are 
no  schools  or  community  development  opportunities. 

4.  No  time  share,  condominium  or  second-home 
developments  will  be  permitted. 

The  reasons  for  this  policy  are  concerns  regarding: 

•  exclusivity;  where  access  to  facilities  and/or  public 
lands  would  not  be  generally  available  to  all  Albertans 

•  affordability;  where  access  might  be  cost-prohibitive  to 
the  average  Albertan 

•  to  ensure  only  essential  residency  is  permitted. 

5.  Development  will  only  be  considered  when 
the  proponent  can  demonstrate  an 
appropriate  and  viable  business  opportunity 
with  acceptable  environmental  and 
socioeconomic  impacts. 

The  reasons  for  this  policy  are: 

•  only  developments  which  are  expressive  of  the  area's 
natural  qualities  and  management  intent  are  permitted. 

•  A  proposed  development  must  be  shown  by  detailed 
market  research,  demonstrated  financial  capability  and 
experience,  and  reasonable  business  forecasts  to  be 
financially  viable. 

•  Anticipated  environmental  and  socioeconomic  impacts 
must  be  shown  to  be  acceptable  and  in  the  public 
interest.  Proposals  may  be  subject  to  formal  Environ- 
mental Impact  Assessments  and  review  by  the  NRCB. 


Figure  2  Review  Process  for  Unsolicited  Commercial  Recreation  Development  Proposals 
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Kananaskis  Country 
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I 

Proponent  submits  formal 
application,  detailed  package, 
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EIA  Screen 
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Package  consists  of: 
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•  business  information 

•  development  description 
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HUMAN  USE 


Recreational  Use 


Historical 

Archaeological  evidence  indicates  that  native 
peoples  have  made  use  of  the  area  now  known  as 
Kananaskis  Country  for  at  least  8000  years.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  Stoney  peoples  who  reside  next 
to  Kananaskis  Country,  first  occupied  these  valleys  in 
the  1 700s.  The  first  recorded  explorations  of  the 
Kananaskis  valley  by  Europeans  were  by  James 
Sinclair  in  1841  and  the  Palliser  Expedition  in  1858. 
When  Treaty  No.  7  was  made  in  1 877,  the  Stoney 
Nakoda  bands  "retained  these  mountain  valleys  as 
hunting,  camping,  fishing,  gathering  and  ceremonial 
grounds"  (personal  communication,  R  Snow,  1998). 
TheTsuuT'ina  people  who  also  live  nearby,  made 
traditional  use  of  the  area  too. 

Table  I 

Existing  Recreational  Facilities  in  K-Country 

(  Some  are  shown  on  Map  I) 

a  more  than  30  auto  access  campgrounds, 

■  19  backcountry  campgrounds, 

■  80  day-use  areas, 


The  recreational  facilities  are  summarized  in  Table 
I .  Kananaskis  Country  has  approximately  three 
million  visitors  annually  (Park  User  Statistics  Report, 
1 996/97).  Day  use  accounts  for  over  2.4  million 
visitors  or  80  percent  of  the  use.  Since  1 988 

■  day  use  has  been  increasing  by  approximately 
5%  per  year  (from  about  1 .6  million  to  about 
2.4  million  visitors  per  year  between  1 988  and 
1997); 

■  vehicle  camping  use  has  increased  by  only  3% 
due  to  accommodations  being  full  during  peak 
demand  periods,  weather,  and  other  factors; 

■  campgrounds  providing  electricity,  showers, 
water  and  /or  sewer  hookups  have  experienced 
increases  in  use; 

■  occupancy  rates  for  the  Kananaskis  Village  hotels 
have  fluctuated  annually  with  no  evident  increases 
or  decreases;  and 

■  the  number  of  approved  guide  and  outfitters 
(e.g.  equestrian,  hiking,  white  water)  operating  in 
Kananaskis  Country  has  increased  from  8  to  54. 


Figure  3  Indication  of  Participation  in 
Recreation  Activities  in  Kananaskis  Country 


1 500  km  of  designated  summer  trails, 
thousands  of  kilometres  of  unofficial  trails 
350  km  of  winter  trails  for  cross  country  skiing, 
1 50  km  of  winter  trails  for  snowmobiling, 
150  km  of  off-road  vehicle  (summer)  trails, 


five  visitor  centres, 

one  36-hole  golf  course  (built)  and  one  1 8- 

hoie  golf  course  (approved,  but  not  built), 

three  hotels  (built),  and  24  rental  units 

(approved,  some  built), 

two  downhill  ski  areas, 

one  nordic  centre, 

small,  fixed  roof  accommodation 

(e.g.  Mt.  Engadine  Lodge,  and  William  Watson 

Lodge), 

Youth/special  use  camps  (e.g. Tim  Horton 
Children's  Camp,  Camp  Chief  Hector), 
two  trail  riding  ranches  (e.g.  Boundary  Ranch, 
Rafter  Six  Ranch-private  inholding). 
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PHYSICAL  LANDSCAPE  AND 
NATURAL  FEATURES 

Regional  Context 

Kananaskis  Country  occupies  approximately  ten 
percent  of  the  area  of  the  Central  Rockies  Ecosys- 
tem (CRE)  which  includes  several  ecoregions  and 
biogeoclimatic  zones.  The  Central  Rockies  Ecosys- 
tem is  comprised  of  private  and  public  lands 
managed  by  the  owners  as  well  as  municipal, 
provincial  (British  Columbia  and  Alberta)  and 
federal  governments. 

Recently,  Alberta  Environmental  Protection  has 
begun  working  more  closely  with  other  agencies, 
neighbouring  jurisdictions,  researchers  and  others 
to  develop  a  more  ecosystem-based  approach  to 
land  management. 


Vegetation 

Kananaskis  Country  is  characterized  by  a  series  of 
ridges  aligned  in  a  south-easterly  to  north- 
westerly direction.  A  wide  variety  of  plants  live  in 
Kananaskis  Country.  This  variety  reflects  a  wide 
range  of  growing  conditions  such  as  elevation, 
aspect,  precipitation,  temperature,  available 
moisture  and  periodic  disturbances  such  as 
avalanches,  flooding  and  fire. 

Very  few  plants  (mostly  lichen,  moss  and  sedge) 
grow  near  the  top  of  the  mountains.  Descending 
the  mountain,  increasing  warmth  and  moisture 
provides  for  small  ground-hugging  spruce  and  fir 
trees  which  give  way  to  taller  larch,  fir,  spruce  and 
pine  trees  along  with  shrubs,  grasses  and  a  wide 
variety  of  flowering  plants.  In  the  valley  bottoms 
(about  1 5  percent  of  the  area  in  Kananaskis 
Country)  pine,  aspen,  spruce  and  fir  grow  next  to 
willow  bogs,  open  meadows,  ponds  and  lakes. 

A  landscape  can  be  divided  into  a  number  of 
natural  subregions  that  differ  according  to  the 
most  common  plants  found  in  an  area.  Four  of 
Alberta's  natural  subregions  are  represented 


within  Kananaskis  Country.  These  subregions  and 
the  plant  types  that  characterize  them  are  described 
in  Table  2. 

Table  2  Subregions  in  K-Country 


1  Subregion 

Vegetation  Types 

Alpine  Region 

■  low-growing  Subalpine  Fir, 

(approximately 

Engelmann  Spruce 

24%  of  area) 

and  Alpine  Larch; 

■  low  shrub  meadows, 

1  rock  lichens 

iHalninf* 

Hpncp  frirY^c+Q  of      iht  Alnin^  Fir 
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Region 

Englemann  Spruce,  Lodgepole 

(approximately 

Pine,  and  White  Spruce; 

55%  of  area) 

smaller  patches  of  Douglas  fir, 

Alpine  Larch  and  isolated  Aspen 

communities; 

■  avalanche  tracks  of  grass, 

wildflowers  and  shrub  meadows; 

wet  meadows,  fens,  marshes  and 

willow-dominated  streamside 

areas. 

Foothills 

■  dense  forests  of  White  Spruce, 

(approximately 

Black  Spruce,  Lodgepole  Pine, 

1  1  %  of  area) 

Balsam  Fir; 

@  mixed  woods  of  Aspen,  Birch, 

Poplar  and  Lodgepole  Pine  and 

White  Spruce; 

■  marshes,  fens,  muskegs  and 

diverse  stream  habitats. 

Montane 

(approximately 
7%  of  area) 


Wildlife 


grasslands  interspersed  with 
stands  of  Douglas  Fin  White 
Spruce,  Lodgepole  Pine  and 
Aspen  mixedwood  combined 
with  open  grasslands 


Kananaskis  Country  contains  a  broad  diversity  of 
wildlife  species  as  shown  in  Table  3.  About  235  bird 
species  live  in  or  migrate  through  Kananaskis  Coun- 
try. Loons,  grebes,  harlequin  duck  and  dipper  are 
common  around  lakes  and  ponds  while  Canada 
Geese,  gulls,  terns  and  spotted  sandpipers  are 
frequently  found  in  wetland  areas.  Predatory  birds 
found  in  Kananaskis  Country  include  golden  eagles, 
osprey,  kestrel,  great  horned  owl  and  marsh  hawks 

Although  about  25%  of  K-Country  is  actually  rock 
and  ice,  some  high  alpine  and  subalpine  areas 
provide  important  summer  and  winter  ranges  for 
bighorn  sheep,  mountain  goats  and  elk,  to  name  a 
few  species. Valley  bottoms,  on  the  other  hand, 


provide  a  rich  diversity  of  plant  life  important  to 
other  species  for  food,  water;  and  security.  Many  of 
these  valley  bottoms  also  act  as  seasonal  move- 
ment corridors  that  link  regional  populations  of 
many  species  with  large  home  range  requirements. 
This  helps  to  reduce  fragmentation  and  improves 
the  viability  of  the  population. 

Table  3 

Wildlife  Species  in  K-Country 


ungulates 

elk,  mule  deer  white-tailed 

deer,  moose,  bighorn  sheep, 

mountain  goat 

large  carnivores 

grizzly  bears,  black  bears, 

cougars,  wolves,  lynx,  wolverines 

small  carnivores 

e.g.  bobcat,  marten,  weasel, 

and  mink 

birds 

approximately  235  species 

The  distribution  and  abundance  of  the  ungulates  is 
primarily  determined  by  the  limited  availability  of 
winter  ranges.  The  status  of  most  of  these 
populations  of  wildlife,  however  needs  to  be  better 
understood.  Habitat  protection  has  been  recog- 
nized as  a  critical  issue  in  Kananaskis  Country  and  a 
number  of  initiatives  have  been  implemented. 

Kananaskis  Country  also  serves  as  a  very  important 
regional  hub  in  the  seasonal  movements  of  large 
mammals  such  as  bears,  wolves  and  elk.  There  are 
only  a  handful  of  low  elevation  passes  that  can 
function  as  movement  corridors  within  the  moun- 
tainous areas  of  the  region.  Especially  important  is 
the  south  end  of  the  Spray  Lakes  Reservoir.  This 
area  provides  a  corridor  for  wildlife  movement 
from  the  Smith-Dorien  valley  into  Banff  National 
Park,  Mount  Assiniboine  Provincial  Park,  and  several 
river  valleys  in  British  Columbia.  To  the  south  the 
Elk  Pass  links  the  Smith-Dorien  and  Kananaskis 
valley  systems  with  the  Elk  River  valley  of  British 
Columbia 

■  Considerable  research  emphasis  has  been  placed 
on  better  understanding  bear  habitat  suitability, 
mortality  factors,  human  influences  and  popula- 
tion dynamics. 

■  Portions  of  several  major  highways  (e.g.  Hwys. 
40  and  66)  have  long  been  closed  to  public 
travel  during  the  winter  months  in  order  to 
protect  wildlife  (primarily  elk  and  bighorn  sheep) 
that  are  dependent  on  winter  ranges  adjacent  to 
these  roadways. 


■  Identifying  and  protecting  wildlife  corridors  has 
become  a  major  focus  of  research  and  discus- 
sions among  various  neighbouring  jurisdictions. 
The  valleys  in  K-Country,  particularly  the  Spray 
and  Kananaskis,  are  important  movement  corri- 
dors for  grizzly  bear  wolves,  elk  and  deer  that 
move  in  and  out  from  the  north  (Banff),  east 
(Alberta  foothills),  west  (British  Columbia)  and 
south  (Waterton  and  the  U.S.). 

Fisheries 

There  is  a  mixture  of 
native  and  intro- 
duced fish  species  in 
Kananaskis  Country. 
The  native  species 
are  mountain  white- 
fish,  cutthroat  trout 
and  bull  trout.  This 
area  is  very  impor- 
tant for  native 
species  including 
some  key  spawning 
areas  for  bull  trout 
such  as  Smith 
Dorien  Creek,  the 
upper  Highwood  River  and  the  Sheep  River. 

The  introduced  species  include  rainbow  trout, 
brook  trout  and  brown  trout.  There  are  a  number 
of  lakes  within  this  area,  which  are  stocked  on  a 
regular  basis,  some  with  rainbow  trout  (Upper 
Kananaskis  Lake)  and  some  with  native  cutthroat 
(approximately  21  different  high  mountain  lakes). 
Grayling  have  also  been  stocked  in  a  few  lakes 
(Big  Iron,  Wedge,  Quarry,  Champion,  etc.).  There 
are  also  a  number  of  put-and-take  fisheries  (e.g. 
stocked  water  bodies  such  as  Mt.  Lorette  ponds, 
Allen  Bill  Pond). 


OTHER  LAND  USES 

Kananaskis  Country  is  not  a  park.  While  37%  of  it  is 
managed  under  protected  area  legislation  (e.g. 
Provincial  Parks  Act),  other  parts  are  managed  as  a 
multi-use  area.  Recreation  and  resource  develop- 
ment activities  co-exist,  guided  by  policies  and 
guidelines  intended  to  minimize  conflicts  and 
environmental  impact.  Activities  such  as  timber 
harvesting,  oil  and  gas  development  and  grazing  are 
carefully  controlled,  and  limited  to  specific  areas 
within  Kananaskis  Country  (Map  5).  The  IRP 
contains  many  of  these  policies  and  guidelines. 
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Map  5  Other  Land  Uses 

In  Kananaskis  Country 


Area  managed  for  multiple  land  use 
(see  text  for  explanation) 
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(jfr)    Primary  or  Secondary  highways 
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Timber  Harvesting 

About  89  000  hectares  or  20  per  cent  of  Kananaskis 
Country  is  considered  productive  forest  land  that  is 
available  for  timber  harvesting  under  Alberta's  sus- 
tained yield  forest  management  policy.  In  an  average 

yean  approximately 
400  hectares,  or  0.5 
per  cent  of  this  area 
is  harvested.  Map  5 
shows  where  active 
timber  harvesting 
may  occur  in 
Kananaskis  Country. 

Oil  and  Gas  Exploration  and  Development 

There  are  currently  four  oil  and  gas  fields  existing  or 
under  development  in  Kananaskis  Country.  These  are 
the  Moose  Mountain,  Whiskey  Creek,  Quirk  Creek 
and  Savanna  Creek  fields.  Together  there  are  30 
producing  wells  (see  Map  5  for  approximate  locations) 
as  well  as  associated  access  roads  and  pipelines  which 
carry  the  hydrocarbons  to  processing  plants  located 
outside  of  Kananaskis  Country. 


Grazing 


3  3286  51686  5850 


Cattle  grazing  in  Kananaskis  Country  occurs  by 
permit  within  specified  grazing  areas  (Map  5). 
Permits  limit  the  numbers,  timing  and  distribution  of 
cattle  use.  The  majority  of  grazing  occurs  primarily 
along  grassy  valley  bottoms  and  adjoining  terraces 
which  cover  approximately  1 0%  of  the  total  grazing 
area.  The  grazing  season  runs  from  June  to  October 

Hydro-electric  Development 

There  are  four  hydro-electric  developments  in 
Kananaskis  Country: 

■  Barrier  Dam/Reservoir  and  power  plant  on  the 
Kananaskis  River; 

Spray  Lakes  Dam/Reservoir  and  power  plants  on 
the  Spray  River; 

Upper  Kananaskis  Dam/Reservoir  and  power  plant; 

Lower  Kananaskis  Dam/Reservoir  and  power  plant. 

TransAlta  Utilities  owns  and  operates  these  facilities 
on  lands  held  under  disposition  (e.g.  lease, 
easement)  from  the  provincial  government.  There 
are  two  main  power  lines  that  run  through 
Kananaskis  Country.  Recently  TransAlta  Utilities  and 
other  stakeholders  have  been  investigating  opportu- 
nities for  increasing  fish  and  recreation  benefits  in 
the  Kananaskis  River  system. 
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